Melzer co-owns the hot-air-balloon operation at Bagan. In
January 2007 he opened a ten-bungalow, luxury activity-lodge
near Putao in the far north of the country, where tourism had
been non-existent. | was issued with a bulging envelope contaiming
M) pages of permits o go there. Close to the Indian and Chinese
borders, s i a village so remote that umber for the building
had to be dehvered by elephant. A hundred feel below, and
Ltheatncally [ramed by the proscenium of the mam lodge frontage,
15 the Nam Lang River, whose walers flow into the Irrawaddy

It i5 & hugely ambitious project. The architect was Jean-Michel
Ciathy, who has several svbantic hotels to his name, including the
Chedi Muscat, the Seta, Miami and a couple ol Aman resorts,
Nol surprisingly. then, Malhkha Lodge is all nch woods, dark
stone and textured fabrics, with teak bathtubs of a size vou would
associate with treading grapes. The lodge has imported not just
its wood-burning stoves, linen, wing and ceiling [ans but also the
very concepls of leisure and extrasvagance to a village where only
the houses with generators have electricity. It 15, nonetheless, a
model of what tourism can bring to Burma—employment,
finance [or the village and the surrounding navonal park, and
contact with another workd. In Melzer's words, It brings a level
ol hope that doesn’t exast clsewhere,”

Some hotels are owned by members of the junta or their
cronies. | he Bagan tower, which has the nerve 1o charge S10 for
R A I P el * N T s non=view, is owned by a crony. These places are known to the

: R e A e B holiday companies and avoided. With almost all of Burma's

S srhonn Ao asa et e i o MR tournst industry being privately owned, a boveoll attacks one par

_ _ _ ; of the economy thalt 15 nol under state control. Reduce the private

- R = . I gl 1 e et _ b - -. e e > : sector and the state sector grows commensurately, and with i the
' it et A pe e P government'’s power.
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J o i B e A ST - % —_ L s 3 n his hook :Hu- River of f.u.-.' Footsteps, Thant Mymnit-L,
S R g s, R ST e . s _ B L L L LN N grandson of U Thant, the former UN secretary-general
¥ o N S D i I 2 - e s and himsell a onetime senior UN official, makes an
. g Ly P e o impassioned case against isolationism. which, he argucs
will oenly prolong milnary rule. *If Burma were less
isolated, if there were more trade. more engagement
more tounsm in parucular—and if this was coupled with a desire
by the government lor greater economic relorm, a rebuilding of
state nstitubions, and a slow opening up of space for civil society,
then perhaps the conditions for political change would emerge
over the next decade or two,”

Should vou even think about ;‘;’;Uing to Burma? Few other [Jhu:{f-s [ Asieuy RS tulsin o [SiEed S 1h) Viom

modified. Tounsm, | am comvinced, 15 good for Burma, but | am

L

. : . . e el e ot o P BARC & Do S e e e = nod 50 sure how good Burma is lor a lot ol the country's loursts.
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- L L - 2 8 : ﬁl':h L”“.-,h-c ;.::ll.t.lll.'l see. | lost -;|.1|jn11-;u.l_'t.u1|mn:-1 citrd tourists s, i mittedl

shortly before the Saffron Revolution was violently suppressed last 1 DO MMM SRRSO | < (r shotings, “You rad soch drsadll hings i e

papers, but vou don't see anything hike that here.” One man, who

vear. He argues that there is nothingto begdined from boyeotting B .. . c s To e Burma withou having understood

: e : L _ - DO try Burmese food. It's full of flavour without being f what vou have seen or, worse, proclaiming admiration for an

[nF{r n["l t{} [{U]‘H]rl ()l"l d }f“‘l rrﬂn “][_‘ l'-nﬁgl]I{_]l:-"n‘ﬂ"]f];["lf’L [-}i [IIF ( "[‘}[]Ht "\ 1 S T s [V R . T enviably contented and disciplined society—and 1 have heard tha
; L o Tl 100 is grotesque

itself 1ts people have suffered far too lon g under arepressiye regime B | o varman hecampaignes ftion i curit O
that has left them cut off and 1solated. Contact with travellers R N e Eandon. Sutl T amupd ot B 6 e L, 08t Gkt
e e of September 2007 so conspicuously confirmed. Tourism is a

s essential in maintaining a dialogue with therest of the world - | | e - | | handy coconut at which the protest groups can shy thei

...........

r—————— impotence. But it's a sideshow, and the people of Burma deserve

~ For 5 thoughtful discussion of the case for travelling to better. They rejoice in seeing visitors, for the money they bring

WHERE IT ALL BAGAN Bu |""- ase dgainst, see and for the contact they represent with a world that has manifestly

The 12th-century Thatbyinnyu - burmocompaign.onguk. 3 | not lorgotten them. It costs us nothing (o boveoll Burma, but i

Temple, which still dominates the e oa P S e I e 5 T _f does cost the Burmese. To ostracise them is to victimise them,
temple-studded plain of Bagan. - -1 and the Burmese have been victims long enough
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